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A Guide to Crawl Space Construction in Special Flood Hazard Areas 
 
 
1. _______ foundations are commonly used to elevate the lowest floors of residential buildings 
located in Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA�s) above the Base Flood Elevation (BFE). 
 a. Passage 
 b. Underpass 
 c. Crawlspace 
 d. Shaft 
 
2. While communities may now allow below-grade crawlspace construction in the SFHA, this is not 
the recommended construction method, because of the increased likelihood of problems. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
3. The building must be designed and adequately anchored to resist which of the following resulting 
from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads. 
 a. Flotation 
 b. Collapse 
 c. Lateral movement of the structure 
 d. All of the above 
 
4. The maximum design velocity of floodwaters at the site should not exceed __ feet per second for 
any crawlspace. 
 a. 3 
 b. 4 
 c. 5 
 d. 6 
 
5. Crawlspace construction is not recommended in __ zones with high-velocity floodwaters (greater 
than 5 feet per second). 
 a. V 
 b. Z 
 c. A 
 d. L 
 
6. Which of the following will provide the best performance in flood events? 
 a. A reinforced masonry or concrete foundation wall that is anchored to the footing and lowest 
floor with connectors 
 b. An open crawlspace 
 c. An underground house 
 d. None of the above 
 
7. Rates for buildings with below-grade crawlspaces will be lower than rates for buildings that have 
the interior grade of the crawlspace at or above the adjacent exterior grade, since the risk of flood 
damage is greater for the former type of construction. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
 
 



8. A ____________ material is defined as any building material capable of withstanding direct and 
prolonged contact with floodwaters without sustaining significant damage. 
 a. Flood-retardant 
 b. Flood-resistant 
 c. Flood-proof 
 d. Flood-free 
 
9. An access opening __ inches by __ inches shall be provided to the enclosed crawlspace area to 
allow access  to mechanical equipment or building utilities located in this space. 
 a. 18, 24 
 b. 12, 18 
 c. 24, 30 
 d. 24, 24 
 
10. The minimum net area of required ventilation openings shall not be less than 1 square foot for 
each 175 square feet of enclosed crawlspace area.  
 a. True 
 b. False 
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