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Basic Principles of US Offshore Wind Energy

1. Offshore wind energy can help meet which of the following state and national goals?
a. Reducing energy imports
b. Reducing green house gas emissions
c. Meeting renewable electricity standards
d. All of the above

2. The amount of energy produced depends on which of the following?
a. Wind speed
b. Turbine size
c. Arrangement of the turbines
d. All of the above

3. Land-based turbines typically generate more energy per hour than offshore wind turbines.
a. True
b. False

4. Which of geographic areas below is the world leader in offshore wind energy?
a. North America
b. South America
c. Europe
d. Asia

5. Twenty-nine states and the District of Columbia have laws requiring a minimum percentage of 
electricity to be provided from renewable sources. Which of the follow is/are a required source?

a. Water
b. Wind
c. Solar
d. All of the above

6. Which of the following is the lead federal agency concerning project siting in the US side of the Great 
Lakes?

a. Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement
b. Army Corps of Engineers
c. Minerals Management Service
d. Department of the Interior

7. Which state has control of the waters up to 10.3 miles from its shorelines? 
a. New York
b. Florida
c. Illinois
d. Texas

8. Which state selected three demonstration sites for offshore wind development and was awarded $20 
million by the DOE to develop deep water offshore wind?

a. Florida
b. New York
c. Maine
d. North Carolina



9. Which state is in the unique position to develop off wind in both the Atlantic Ocean and the Great 
Lakes?

a. Massachusetts
b. New York
c. Texas
d. North Carolina

10.   Wind farms can be built and designed to withstand winds exceeding 150 mph (a category 4 hurricane). 
At what wind speed are offshore turbines designed to slow down or turn off?

a. 50 mph
b. 40 mph
c. 30 mph
d. 20 mph
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